San Augustine ISD
Walter L. Key

Superintendent
whkey@saisd. us

April 9, 2009
Texas State Senator or Representative
Senator or Representative:

This letter is a formal request for you to sign on in support of SB 982/HB1555 if you
have not already. This bill will provide San Augustine ISD (SAISD) with needed
funding. Our funding has not been altered for the past 3 years despite rising inflation.

SAISD Board of Trustees declared we were in “financial exigency” due to a low Target
Revenue (TR) and other factors in December 2008. Because of this SAISD has
undergone a Reduction in Force that has included eliminating music from the Elementary
campus as well as other programs. SB 982/HB1555 provides for many needed solutions
for SAISD and all Texas schools. It provides for an increase in adequacy and equity that
our present financial system does not and cannot provide. At present there are schools
that are funded at a TR of over $12,000 and schools funded at less than $4,000. Please
think of this disparity this way: would you allow your child to make $4.00 an hour while
another child was making $12.00 an hour for the same job in the same company? I hope
not!

This bill provides for both adequacy and equity. Schools must be funded at a level
commiserate with our expectations for education. Most educators nationally believe
Texas has high expectations for education. I believe we do. I believe most legislators’
believe that to be true. If so legislators must make the commitment to education in
funding to continue to provide for our high expectations. The one positive result from
HB1 and “holdharmless™ funding is it provided a clear picture of how unequal our
funding is. Again if one Texas child is educated on less than $4,000 and another is
educated at more than $12,000 all educators and legislators should have issues. This does
not provide for adequacy or equity. The present system of funding schools defies the
constitution of the state of Texas. It does not provide for a “general diffusion of
knowledge” nor is it “efficient” as guaranteed in Article 7, section 1. Educators and
legislators must aggressively and faithfully pursue the state’s own mission and policy, as
proclaimed in Sections 4.001 and 42.001 of the Texas Education Code: “Section 4.001 . .
. to ensure that all Texas children have access to a quality education that enables them to
achieve their potential and fully participate now and in the future in the social, economic,
and educational opportunities of our state and nation. . . . grounded on the conviction that
a general diffusion of knowledge is essential for the welfare of this state and for the
preservation of the liberties and rights of citizens.” (Note that the second part of this
quote paraphrases the Education Article of the Texas Constitution.)

“Section 42.001 . . . that the provision of public education is a state responsibility and that
a thorough and efficient system be provided and substantially financed through state
revenue sources so that each student enrolled in the public school system shall have

200 High School Drive * San Augustine, TEXAS 75972 * (936) 275-2306 * FAX
(936) 275-9776
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access to programs and services that are appropriate to the student’s educational needs
and that are substantially equal to those available to any similar student, notwithstanding
varying local economic factors.” If we accept the mandates of our Texas constitution and
the Texas Education Code we must support any and all legislation that provides for
adequacy and equity.

SB982/HB1555 includes these very important pieces that must be a part of any and all
financial bills:

1. Link to Austin ISD wealth level or an appropriate percentile of wealth for the basic
allotment, guaranteed level, and equalized wealth level (not what’s left over).

2. Improve equity.

3. Reduce and contain recapture.

4. Provide for tax payer equity by reducing property taxes.

SB 982/HB 1555 does all of the above and at this time is the only bill for the financing of
Texas children’s education that does.

Again I ask for your support for SB 982/HB 1555. If you have joined the growing list of
Senators and Representatives that have “signed on” in favor of these bills, thank you. If
not please consider the positive impact these companion bills will have on the state of

Texas educational system.

Sincerely,

Walter L. Key

200 High School Drive * San Augustine, TEXAS 75972 * (936) 275-2306 * FAX
(936) 275-9776
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Pat Grusendorf

From: "Travis W Edwards" <edwardst@westsabine.esc7.net>
To: <tars@centex.net>

Sent: Wednesday, April 08, 2009 12:35 PM

Subject: HB 1555

I, Travis W. Edwards, Superintendent of West Sabine ISD support HB 1555 and urge the Committee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the
only school finance bill that fully restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven system, and it improves equity and decreases
recapture by setting all three of our allotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at the 95 percentile of wealth represented by the Austin ISD.

Sincerely,

Travis W. Edwards

Superintendent

West Sabine ISD

Learning for All...Whatever it Takes!

4/8/2009
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: E S D Wellington Independent School District

Carl Taylor 806/ 147-2512 « FAX 806/447-3124
Superintendent 609 15" Street » Wellington, TX 79095

April 8,2009

Dear Chair and Members of the Texas House Public Education Committ se:

I, Carl Taylor, Superintendent of Wellington ISD support HB 1555 and 1 rge the Committee to voie
it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that fully restores our dynamic, student
centered, formula driven system, and it improves equity and decreases re zapture by setting all three
of our allotments (BA, GYA and EWL) at the 05%tile of wealth represer ted by the Austin ISD.

Sincerely.

Carl Taylor /
Superintendent
Wellington ISD



Wells Independent School District
P.0, Box 469 Superintendent: Dale Morton PH: | 936.867-4466
Wells, TX 78976 FAX: 936-867-4466
April 13, 2009

Texas House of Representatives
House Committee on Public Education

Honorable Chair and Commitiee Members:

Thank you for your service to our great state. | am writing in support of HB 1555 and to
urge that you also support this bill.

For more than a decade | have been Wells 1SD Superintendent of Schools. We have
suffered throughout that time because we are a property poor district. HB 1, in 20086,
provided some much needed changes in funding in that it created greater equity and
built in some important funding mechanisms. Unfortunately, it failed to provide for
growth and has been under-funded.

In supporting HB 1555, | find that it strengthens the work begun by the legislature with
HB1 (2006). It is the only bill filed that clearly embraces the formula driven system for
funding all schools. If we are to have a system of public schools, it seems very lagical
that we have a system of formulas the provides equitable funding for all students in the
state. Itis also dynamic and will provide for growth. It is student centered. Finally, it
decreases recapture. :

HB 1555 is a good bill for all of Texas and | encourage your support.
Singerely,

ol

Dale Morton

T8 ZO¥d asI STIam 3997 /.989E6 11:9T7 6£8BC/E1/10
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PALO PINTO ISD PAGE

PALO PINTO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

P.0. Box 280

palo Pinto, TX 76484
Telephone (940) 659-27458
Fax (940) 659-2936

To Whom It May Conceaimn

i, Eric J» Ceadarsiroim, Superinundont of Palo Pinto independent gchool
pistrict support HE1555 and urge the committee to vote it to the floor. HB
1555 is the only school finance bill that | have seen that is close to rastoring

the dynamic, student contered,

formula driven system that reduces recapture

and improves equity. The key to accomplishing this |s to vaising all three of
our allotments (Baslc Allotment, Guarantesd Yield Alliotment, and Equallzaii
Wealth Level) to the 95 percentile of wealth represented BY the Austin 1SD,
HE 1555 Is the closest to achleving this standard. As a Chapter 41 (recapture)
pistrict, relief from recapture would cartainly benefit the students of Palo
Pinto 15D as weoalth on paper doas not mean waealth In district coffers-

if you should have any questions or comments, please feol frea to contact me

at your convenienca.

ERIC CEDERSTROM
Supurlnhndunt

gl
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BELLEVUE

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

P. O. Box 38 Bellevue, Texas 76228 (940) 928-2104
Dean Gilstrap, Superintendent
Terry Davis, Principal Johney Chandler, Counselor

April 9, 2009

To: Chair and Members of the Texas House Public Education Committee.

I, Dean Gilstrap, Superintendent of Bellevue ISD, whole heartedly support HB 1555 and
urge the Committee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that
fully restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven system, and it improves
equity and decreases recapture by setting all three of our allotments (BA, GYA, and
EWL) at the 95%tile of wealth represented by the Austin ISD. The public students of
Texas are worth it. Please support HB 1555 and vote it out of Committee.

Wtfully submitted,
Dean Gilstrap, éuperintcn ent

Bellevue ISD

Educational prograrns conducted by the Bellevue 1. 8. D. serve_people of 'all ages,
regardless of socio-economic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.
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Scurry-Rosser ISD

10705 South State Highway 34
Scurry, TX 75158-3163
Superintendsnl: 972.452.8823
Businass Office; 872.452.8823
Fax: 972.452.8586

April 14,2009

To Whom It May Concern;

I, Chris Couch, superintendent of Scurry-Rosser ISD support HB 1555 and urge the
committee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that fully
restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven system, and it improves equity
and decreases recaplure by selting all three of our allotments (BA, GYA, AND EWL) at
the 95%tilc of wealth represented by the Austin 1SD.

if, you have already replied, thank you.
Si“% Q,Z

Chris Couch
Superintendent

PREPARING OUR CHILDREN FOR TOMORROW
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Richland &prings 1&.D.

700 W, Coyote Trail » Richland Springs, Texas 76871

April 15, 2009

Dear Legislators;

I support House Bill 1555 and hope that the committee will seriously consider
sending it to the floor. Richland Springs, after losing 20% of our students, is
depending on legislation like HB 1555 to restore a formula funded system. We
must have equity and hopefully recapture will decrease,

The formula that uses Austin 1SD as benchmark is the most equitable to us and
setting all of our allotments to 95% of their wealth will benefit us.

Please give HB 1555 serous consideration.

Yours truly, . Mf
AN
Do

Travis Winn

Superintendent

“Making Tracks for Excellence”
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FREER INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

805 S. Norton, P.O. Box 240 -- Freer, Texas 78357 -- 361/394-6025 Ext. 15
Alberto Gonzales --- Superintendent

April 15, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

I, Alberto Gonzales, Superintendent of Freer ISD, support HB 1555 and urge the
committee to vote it to the floor. HB1555 is the only school finance bill that fully
restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven system, and it mproves equity
and decreases recapture by setting all three of our allotments (BA,GYA, and EWL) at
the 95%tile of wealth represented by the Austin ISD.

Superintendent
Freer ISD

Itis the policy of Freer I1SD not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex or handicap in its vocational programs, _seryices or activities as required by
Title Vi of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; as amended.
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MULESHOE HIGH SCHOOL
514 West Avenue G E"Zpﬂﬁﬁgu’pﬁm
Muleshoe, TX 79347
806-272-7404 (phone) Vinca Erdmann
806-272-4120 (fax) Assistant Principal

I, Gene Sheets Superintendent of Muleshoe ISD support HB 1555 and urge
the comumittee to vote it to the floor, HB 1555 is the only school finance bill
that fully restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven system, and
it improves equity and decreases recapture by setting all three of our
allotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at the 95%tile of wealth represented by the
Austin ISD,

Thank you.
Sincerely,

Gene Sheets

Superintendent
Muleshoe ISD

"We're Building the Future, One Student at a Time"
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Shallowater Independent School District
1100 Ave. K Shallowater TX, 79363

Mary Hughes  Donna Bowles Phil Warren Kenny Border ~ Tom Johnson
Elementary Intermediate Superintendant Middle Scheol High School
Rhonda Cox Doris Scoggin Stacey Barber
Business Manager Asst. Superintendent Technology Coordinator

I, Phil Warren Superintendent of Shallowater ISD support HB 1555 and urge
the committee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill
that fully restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven system, and
it improves equity and decreases recapture by setting all three of our
allotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at the 95% tile of wealth represented by
the Austin ISD.

Thank you,

Phil Warren
SISD Superintendent

(806) 8324531 fax (#06) B32-4350
http://shallowaterisd.net
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MAYPEARL INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

A Superior Learning Community
April 15, 2009
Honorable Jim Pitts
Representative District 10
State of Texas

310 W. Jefferson, Suite 1
Waxahachie, TX 75165

Dear Representative Pitts,

1, Lynn Dehart Superintendent of Maypearl ISD support HB 1555 and urge the
committee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that fully
restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven system, and it improves equity
and decreases recapture by setting all three of our allotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at
the 95%tile of wealth represented by the Austin ISD.

Respecttully,

Ty

Lynn Dehart
Superintendent, Maypearl ISD

Past Office Box 40* 400 Panther Lane* Maypearl, Texas 76064
972-435-1000%972-435-10081 Fax
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MAYPEARL INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

April 15, 2009

Honorable Kip Averitt
Senator District 22

State of Texas

400 Austin Avenue, Suite 303
Waco, TX 76701

Dear Senator Averitt,

I, Lynn Dehart Superintendent of Maypear] ISD support HB 1555 and urge the
comumittee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that fully
restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven system, and it improves equity
and decreases recapture by setting all three of our allotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at
the 95%itile of wealth represented by the Austin ISD.

Respectfully,

Lynn Dehart
Superintendent, Maypear] ISD

Post Office Box 40* 408 Panther Lane* Maypear}, Texas 76064
972-435-1000972-435-1001 Fax
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EAST CHAMBERS ISD
Scott Campbefl, Superintendent
1955 State Hwy 124
Fhane (409) 296-6100 Winnie, Texas 77665 Fax (409) 296.2528

*

April 14, 2009

[, Scott Campbell, Superintendent of East Chambers ISD support HB 1555 and urge
the committee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that
tully restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven system, and it
improves equity and decreases recapture by setting all three of our allotments
(BA, GYA, and EWL) at the 95 % tile of wealth represented by the Austin ISD.

Respectfully,
P _Jz;wf&w_,

Scott Campbeli
Superintedent
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MAYPEARL INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

April 15, 2009

Honorable Diane Patrick
318 West Main Street, Suite 102
Axlington, TX 76010

L, Lynn Dehart Superintendent of Maypearl ISD support HB 1555 and urge the
committee 10 vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that fully
restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven system, and it Improves equity
and decreases recapture by setting all three of our allotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at
the 95%tile of wealth represented by the Austin ISD.

Respectfully,

o Yithani

Lynn Dehart
Superintendent, Maypearl ISD

Post Office Box 40* 400 Panther Lane* Maypearl, Texas 76064
972-435-1000%972-435-1001 Fax
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FAYETTEVILLE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
“ Home of the Lions and Lady Lions *
P.O. Box 129, 618 North Rusk Street
Fayetteville, Texas 78940-0129 -
Ron Eilers 979-378-4242 Lon Eilers
Superintendent 979-378-4246 fax Counselor
Fayetteville.isd@fayetteville.txed.com

To:  Chair and Members of the Texas House Public Education Committee
From: Ron Eilers, Superintendent

Re: HB 1555

Date: April 14, 2009

[, Ron Eilers, Superintendent of Fayetteville ISD support HB 1555 and urge the
Committee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that fully
restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven system, and it improves equity
and decrease recapture by setting all three of our allotments (BA, GYA and EWL) at the
95 percentile of wealth represented by the Austin ISD.

I realize that you have a tough job ahead of you but appreciate your time and
consideration in this matter.

“ Preparing students to become responsible, productive citizens of the 21 century “
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BROCK INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

RICHARD TEDDER 100 GRINDSTONE ROAD CAROLYN BRANCH
SUPERINTENDENT BROCK, TEXAS 76087 DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

(817) 594-7642 - FAX (817) 599-3246

Aprit 14, 2009

|, Richard Tedder, Superintendent of Brack 1SD, support HB 1555 and urge the committee to vote it to
the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that fully restores our dynamic, student centered,
formula driven system, and it improves equity and decreases recapture by setting all three of our
allotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at the 95%tile of wealth represented by the Austin ISD.

www.brockisd.net



Anahuac Independent School District

SUPERINTENDENT
tor, Linda Kay Barohart
* . Box 369
(409) 267-3600
Fx: (409) 267-38528
harnhortl@anatioac. tad.escd. net

BUSINESS MANAGER
Dick N. Whiker
P, 0. Box 633
(409} 267-3600
Pax: (409) 267-3925
walkerd@nnnhunc.isé. ¢4, net

DTREGCTOR OF SPECIAL PROGRAMS
DeAnna Hutaphray
£. 0. Box 1270
{409) 267-3600
Fax: (400) 26743473
humphreyd@anahurc.isd excé.ne

DIRECTOR (F STECIAL ERUCATION
Therena Franklin
7, O, Aox (270
(409) 267-1600
Fax: {405} 2567-3473
franklint@onnhuac.isd.csed, net

THRECTOR OF INSTRUCTTIONAL
TECHNOLOGY AND CORRICULUM
Righard Bamhnrt
B, O, Bnx | 560
{409) 267-3500
Pax: (1109) 267-5192
baraartr@@nnnhuec.isd. ase4.net

HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Eric Humplioy
P& fox 1360
{409) 367-3600
Fax; (409) 267.5192
humphrsys@anninine.ixd.esed et

MIDDLE SCHOOL FRINCIPAL
LynnDell Fumer
P. O. Box 349
{400} 2671600
Fan: (400) 267-3043
turnertd@nnnhend. 154, 634, net

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL
Rosio Womack
P. 0. Dox 30%
(40%) 2673600
Fas: (409) 267-6119
womacks@nnahuae.iad.caod. et

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
Darrell Burbay
P ). Bax 638
(40%) IE7-3600
T {409) 367-3858
barbyd @anntunc.isd.esed, o1

ANAHUAC, TEXAS 77514

Apnl 14, 2009

I, Linda Kay Bamhart, Supetintendent of Anahuac 18D support HB 1555 and urge
the committee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that fully
regtores our student-centered, formula-driven system, and it improves squity and
decreases recapture by setting all three of our allotments at the 93%tile of wealth
represented by the Austin 15d.D

Sincerely,

Linda Kay Barnhart

Waebsite: www.anahuac.isd.escd.net
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KEMP INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
”J/}Mé e %{V//f/‘/{’(’ g

905 South Main Street * Kemp, Texas 75143 * 903-498-1314 * Fax 903-498-1315

April 14, 2009
To Whom It May Concern:

Please accept this correspondence as my vigorous and firm support of HB 1555. |
strongly and respectfully urge the committee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the
only school finance bill that will fully restore a dynamic, student centered formula
driven system that will improve equity and decrease recapture by setting all three
allotments (BA, GYA and EWL) at the 95 percentile of wealth represented by
Austin ISD.

Thank you for your support of public schools in the common effort to improve the
quality of education for the children of Kemp ISD and of the State of Texas.

Sincere,

Peter J“Runnifg, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Scho
Kemp Independent School District

Peter J, Running, Ed.D. Sam Swierc Debra Airheart, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schocols Assistant Superintendent Director of Instruction & Assessment

11 o
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@001
PO, Box 218, 605 Wildeat Drive, Winona, Texas 75782-0218
| WINONA SCHOOLS
. o : ‘ : Phone: (903) 939-4001
* Fax:  (903) 877-9387

April 14, 2009

Texas Association of Rural Schools
Bill Grusendorf — Executive Director
Austin, Texas

To Whom It May Concern:

I, Wiley E. Vonner, Superintendent of Winona ISD support HPB 1555 and urge the
committee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that fully
restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven system, and it improves equity
and decreases recapture by setting all three of our allotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at
the 95%tile of wealth represented by the Austin ISD.

Singerely,
e 8 U

Wiley E) Vonner




SD

NEW WAVERLY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
355 FRONT STREET
NEW WAVERLY, TEXAS 77358
(936) 344-6751  (936) 344-2438 [Fax]
Dr. Clay Webb, Superintendent

J, Dr. Clay Webb, Superintendent of New Waverly ISD support HB 1555 and urge the
committee to vote it to the floor. FIB1555 is the only school finance bill that fully
restores out dynamic, student centered, formula driven system, and it improves equity
and decreases recapture by setting all three of our allotments(BA,GYA, and EWL) at the
95% tile of wealth represented by the Austin ISD.

Sincerely,

A
o
Dr. Cidy Webb

Superintendent

Michele Chitwood
Business Manager

Edith Bahner
Secretary

“An Equal Opportunity Employer”
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ALEX REMSGHEL, High Schant Principal DAN CASE, Board President
STEPHEN ASH, Middle School Pencipal BOBRBY D. PONCIK, Vice Prezidant
VICKI SLYE, Elementary Principal HUBERT “RED” CHANEY, Secretary

JOE CRAIG, Assistant Superintendent

Academy Independent Schonl District

KEVIN SPRINKLES, Superintendent
Phone: 254-982-4304 / FAX: 254-9082-01023
704 %, Mnin Street
Wittle River - Arsdremy, Texan 76554

I, Kevin Sprinkles, superintendent of Academy ISD support HB1555 and urge the committee to vote it to
the floor. MB1555 is the only school finance bill that fully restores our dynamic, student centered,
formula driven system, and it improves equity and decreases recapture by setting all three of our
allotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at the 95%tile of wealth represented by the Austin ISD,

Sincerely,

4
Kevin Sprinkles

Superintendent
Academy ISD
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Board of Trustess

Ronnie Tucker
President

Lupe Mattinez
VicesPresident

Michelle Barott
Secretary

Leith
McCaghren

loe Rittenbaugh
Lyle Harmon

ebecca
Jordon

3arbara Lane
Superintersdent

Mount Caltn Independent School District
“Home of the Panthers”
P.O. Box 105 « 200 N. Coates e. » Mount Calm, Texas 76673
Phone ( 254) 993-2611 Fax (254) 993-1022

www.mountcalmisd.org

Agpril 14, 2009

1, Barbara Lane, Superintendent of Mount Calm ISD fully support HB 1555 and urge the
committee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that fully
restores our dynamic, student-centered, formula driven system, and it improves equity
and decreases recapture by setting all three of our allotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at
the 95%tile of wealth represented by the Austin ISD.

Sincerely,

A Barbara Lane
~ Superintendent

Bynum ISD and its Carcer and Technology Education Program do not discriminaie on the basis of sex, disability, race, color, age or national origin it ifs
educational programs, activities, ot employment as required by Title IX, P. Q. Box 68, Bynvm, TX 76631, 254-623-4251 and Texas Section 504 and Title VI,
P. O. Box 68, Bynum, TX 76631, 254-623-4251
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Bill Grusendorf

From: "Vita Canales" <micanales@ricardoisd.us>
To: <tars@centex.net>

Sent: Monday, April 13, 2009 6:41 PM

Subject: HB 1555

To: Chair and Members of the Texas House Public Edueation Committee

[, Maria T. Canales, Superintendent of Ricardo 18D support HB 1555 and urge the Cammittee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 iz the only
school financa bill that fully restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven systam, and it improves equity and decreases recapture by
setting all threa of our allotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at the 85%tile of wealth represented by the Austin 1SD.

Respectfully Submitted,

Maria T. Canalas

4/14/2009
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Albany Independent School District

Shane Fields
Superintendent
P.0. Box 188
Albany, Texas 79364
(325) 762-2823
(325) 762-3876 (fax)

To: Chair and Members of the Texas House Public Education Committee

The purpose of this letter is to voice my support of HB 1555. The current system has handcuffed my
district for the past two years. We are currently operating on Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) less each
year of this past biennium. That is over Ten Percent (10%) of my cntire budget. Those dollars are sorely missed
in the classroom especially in the area of technology.

Therefore, | Shane Fields Superintendent of Albany 18D supports HB 1555 and urges the committee to vote
it to the floor. FIB 1555 is the only school finance bill that fully restores our dynamic, student centered, formula
driven system, and it improves equity and decreases recapture by setting all three of our allotments (BA, GYA, and

EWL) at the 95percentile of wealth represented by the Austin ISD.
Lastly, [ appreciate the time you take to serve this great State we call Texas and the children that I have a

privilege of working with.

Sincercly,

OBl @%ﬁs’
Shane Fields
Albany ISD Superintendent
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R g Buffalo Independent School District
}i’f “ - ok 708 Cedar Creek Road
L BNV o Buffalo, Texas 75831
; G Phone: (903) 322-3765 Fax: (903) 322-3091

FHRTRIR . Jack F. Thomason, Superintendent

4/14/09

To whom it may concern:

[, Jack F. Thomason, Superintendent of Buffalo ISD support HB 1555 and
urge the committee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance
bill that fully restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven system,
and it improves equity and decreases recapture by setting all three of our
allotments (BA,GYA, and EWL) at the 95%tile of the wealth represented by
the Austin ISD.

Sincerely,

(G leomerr
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PADUCAH INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

P.O. Drawer P 902 Goodwin St. Paducah, Texas 79248
Central Office (806) 492-3524 Fax (806) 492-2432
Paducah High School (806) 492-2009

Goodwin School (806) 492-3807

e et et e e s N ———

I, Troy Parton, Superintendent of Paducah ISD support HB 1555 and urge the committee to vote it to the
floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that fully restores our dynamic, student centered, formula
driven system and it improves equity and decreases recapture by setting all three of our allotments (BA,

GYA, and EWL) at the 95" percentile of wealth represented by Austin ISD.

Sincerely,

Troy Parton, Superintendent

Paducah ISD
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Rusk Independent School District

203 East Seventh Street » Rusk, Texas 75785
Phone (903) 683-5592 » Fax (903) 683-2104

Pr. James M. Largent
Superintandent

To: House Education Committee members
From; Dr. James M. Largent
Re: HB 1555

I, Dr. James M. Largent, of Rusk ISD support HB 1555 and urge the committee to vote it
on the floor. HB 15335 is the only school finance bill that fully restores our dynamic,
student-centered, formula driven system, and improves equity and decreases tecapture by
setting all three of our allotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at the 95 percentile of wealth
represented by Austin ISD,

p-m e
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Aor.13. 2009 1:06PH
3 Riesel Independent School District

o =

=

Steve Clugston, Superintendent (254) 896-6411
Stacy Ackley, High School Principal (254) 896-3171
FAX (254) 896-2981

Dear Public Education Committee,

My name is Steve Clugston and I am the superintendent of Riesel ISD, which is a small
vural district of 550 students divided between two campuses. Riesel ISD is a recognized
district, we have 80 employees and we are located just outside Waco, TX. It has come to
my attention that HB 1555 will be heard by your committee on Tuesday, April 14", 2009.
T would like to urge you to vote this bill out of committee and allow it to be heard on the
house floor. This bill fully restores us to a dynamic, stadent centered, formula driven
system. As well, this bill greatly improves equity in the system which is essential to a fair
and balanced funding system.

Riesel ISD is one of seventeen districts in McLennan County along with a number of
charter schools. Under the current finance system Riesel is the lowest finded school in
the county even though we entered the system in 2006 with a maximum M&O tax rate of
$1.50. Under HB1 districts are funded by a “target revenue” number that has no
correlation to student needs other than ntilizing weighted average daily attendance
(WADA). The state average for a district’s “target revenue” is $5078 and the average
“target revenue” for charter schools is over $5100. Riesel ISD’s “target revenue” is
$4435 per WADA. If you rank all districts in the state of Texas from lowest target
revenue to highest, Riesel ISD is 59 from the bottom, out of over 1027 districts. Prior to
HB1 our M&O tax rate was $1.50 for several years and since HB1 our M&O tax rate has
been $1.04. As the chief financial officer for our district, it is a struggle to explain o the
community members that even though we have the same tax rate and a similar number of
students we are not funded equally with other nearby schools.

I hope that you will reflect on this request and realize that Riesel ISD is not alone in our
plight, but joined by many districts with a “low target revenue,” We feel that it is
essential for this year’s legislature to take some type of action on the states education
finance system and the steps begin by voting HB 1555 to the floor. The idea of trying to
make it another two years until the next legislature meets is a scary thought. I kmow for
our district that we cannot make it that long without diminishing the services we provide

to our students,
Sincerely,
Steve Clugston

Superintendent
Riesel ISD.

600 E. Frederick Street, Riesel, Texas 76682
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Joaquin Independent School Discrict

14109 US Highway 84 East, Joaquin, Texas 75054
Telephone (936) 269-3128 Fax {936) 269-3615
Web Page www.jo2 uinisd.net
Phil Worsham, Superintendant

Email Qwor‘sham@‘;ogguinisd.net

April 13, 2009

b Eissler, Chairman
iijq‘n;Committee

The Hon_o_ ble Ro

jyam, Superintendent 3
¢$chool Disttict . -
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25  BB65614160 TAHOKA TSD
TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF RURAL SCHOOLS
BILL GRUSENDORFaEXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
AUSTIN: FAX: 512-467-0449
LEGISLATIVE: EMERGENCY!!!
‘Apyil 13, 2009

Please Route to youl guperintendent ASAPIL
I semt omt 668 Jetters announcing that HE 1555 by Diane patrick will be
heard in Committee Tuesday aftexnoon., April 14 (tomowow).Thus far L
have only received 64 responses. 1 need at least 500 if we are going 10 he

suceessful in restoring our system of school finance and moving
1o letter ggain, below. PLEASE put

am sending the samp

on your schoo nd fax it to me in

forward. I
I lettex head a

your response
AUSTIN .
FAX NUMBER 512-467-0449

ceive your faxes and if you have a

will be at that anmber 1o ¥e

Pat
all 1-800—235—1279,

guestion €

$ample leiter on your School Letterhead:

HB 1555 and urge the
niy school finance bill

formula driven
e by sefting all
ostile of wealth

Superintendeut of 1SD support
committee to vote it to the flooxs B 1555 is the 0
that fully restores our dymamic, gtudent centered,
system, and it improves equity and Jecreases recaptur

BA, GYA, and EWL) at the 95

three of our allofments
represented bY the Austin 15D

thank_you!

L,

If, you have already replied,

p——

memz; PM Her~
/b.{a ﬁ’uﬁjﬁ/ﬂqef -

ﬁév M:‘Z/é’,& -

PAGE

a1



Apr. 13, 2009 11:40AM Van Alstyne ISD No. 0441 P. 2

VAN ALSTYNE
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Dr. Alan Seay, Superintendent

M. Rick DeMasters, Assistant Superintendent
P.0.Box 518 Phone: (903) 432-8802
Van Alstyne, TX 75493 Pac: (903) 482-6086

Date:  April 13,2009

To: House of Representatives Public Rducation Committee

From: Alan Seay, Superintendent o ﬂ——)@

Re: Support for HB 1555

1, Alan Seay, Superintendent of Van Alstyne ISD support HE 1555 and urge the commiitee to vote it to the floor.
HB 1555 is the only school finance il that fully restores our dynamic, student centered formula driven system,
and it improves equity and reduces the umber of school district subject to recapture. In addition, HB 1355
includes mechanisms to allow school districts to lower the local property tax as staie revenue increases.
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VAN ALSTYNE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL HSTRICT
PO BOX 518
203 S. COLLEGE

VAN ALSTYNE, TEXAS 75495
903/482-8802
Fa: 903/482-6086

www.analstyneisd.org

EAX TRANSMISSIOR

DATE: _ 4. 13-

NAVE OF PERSON RECEIVING FAX: 7&%

Eax NUMBER:_ 513 -1~ ouat :
NAME OF PERSON SENDING FAX: A &aﬂ g«‘?a w)QL@x:w gt ;a:;x{ 5&%57

2

# OF PAGES INCLUDING COVER PAGE:

MESSAGE: (L8 ~ :r-‘ ATV _\.,\m\u\': \& ‘gb - k*c\/\.()

The information contained in #his fax is confidential and is intended onty for the use of the individual
or entify to which itis addressed. Itis confidential and exsmpt from disclosure under applicable
law. If the reader of this transmitted is not the intended reciplent, or the employee or agent
respongible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
disseminations, distribution, or copying of this communication s striclly prohibited. If you have
received thig communication in error, pleage notify fhe sender immediately and take the necessary

steps fo maintain thie privacy of this information.
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INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
P. O. Box 1007 = 524 Austin Street * Hempstead, TX 77445

Phone: 979.826.5502 Fax: 979.826.5365

Gene A, Glover, Superintendent Andrea Campos, Secretary

April 14, 2609

To whom it may concern:

I, Gene Glover, Superintendent of Hempstead ISD support HB 1555 and urge the committee to vote it
to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that fuily restores our dynamic, student centered,
formula driven system, and it improves equity and decreases recapture by setting all three of our
allotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at the 95% tile of wealth represented by the Austin ISD.

Gene A. Glover
Superintendent of Schools Hempstead ISD

PROMOTING EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION FOR ALL STUDENTS THROUGH “TEAMWORK”
[

1 js the policy of the Hempstead Independent Schoat District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, age, national adigin, religion, marital or'veteran
status, handicag or disability in its environment practices as required by Title I of Ihe Cuvil Rights Act of 1975, as amendex. Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972, as amended. Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Ast of 1973, as amended and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1982.

—
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Leonard Independent School District

#1 Tiger Alley Larry LaFavers, Superintendent (ph) 903-587-2318
Leonard, Texas 75452 (fax) 903-587-2845

April 14, 2009

I, Larry LaFavers, Superintendent of the Leonard Independent School District support HB1555
and urge the committee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that fully
restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven system, and it improves equity and
decreases recapture by setting all three of our allotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at the 95%tile of
wealth represented by the Austin ISD.

Yours truly,

o %‘V%/Aﬂﬂ/

Larry LaFavers
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PO. Box 708 4™ & Denver
Texhoma, TX 73949-0709
Offica (806) §27-7400
Fax (306)827-7657
ticl.yates@texhotadisd net

LI I B ]

April 14, 2009

I, Mcl Yates Superinicndent of Texhoma ISD support HE 1555 and urge the committes to vote it to
the floor. HB 1555 is the only school financa bill that Fully restores our dynamic, student centered,
formyla driven system, and it improves equity and decreascs recapture by setting all three of our
aliotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at the 95%tile of wealth represented by the Augtin ISD.

Sincerely,

W 7

Mel Yat perintendent
Texho exas ISD
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Karnes City Independent School District
FRANCES PENLAND — SUPERINTENDENT
314 North Highway 123
Karnes City, Texas 7§118-1900
(830) 780-2321 — Fax (830) 780-3823

April 14, 2009

I, Frances Penland, Superintendent of Karnes City I1SD, support HB 15565 and urge the
committee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that fully
restores our dynamic, student, centered, formula driven system, and it improves equity
and decreases recapture by setting all three of our allotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at
the 95%tile of wealth represented by the Austin 18D.

Sincerely, n

4
I

( - ,,_..%’KZ/}?("C.» /f// /(& (‘/

Frances Penland
Superintendent
Karnes City I1SD

«AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER”
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FAX 903 433 1053 Gunter ISD Admin e - =

Administration Office
Kevin Worthy,
Superintendent
kworthy @gunterisd.org
213 N, 8th Street

Ph 903/433-4750
Fax  903/433-1053

Gunter High School
Kelly Teems, Principal
kteems@gunterisd.org

Dara Arrington,
Curriculum Director
darrington@gunterisd.org
1102 N. 8th Street

Ph 903/433-1542
Fax  903/433-1492

Gunter Middle School
Pat Autry, Principal
pautry @gunterisd.org
410 Tiger Lane

Ph 0(3/433-1545
Fax  903/433-9306

Gunter Primary School
Cheyrl Cohagan, Principal
ccohagan@gunterisd.org
200 W. Elm

Ph 003/433-5315

Fax  903/433-1184

#Education’®
The key to unlocking
human potential.

April 14, 2009
Re: HB 1555
To Whom It May Concern:

1, Kevin Worthy Superintendent of Gunter ISD support HB 1555 and
urge the committee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school
finance bill that fully restores our dynamic, student centered, formula
driven system, and it improves equity and decreases recapture by
setting all three of our allotments (BA, GYA and EWL) at the 95% tile
of wealth represented by the Austin ISD.

Thank you,

B 1)
Kevin Wox’c;:ﬁ/\
Gunter ISD, Superintendent
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WORTHAM PUBLIC SCHOOLS

P. 0. DRAWER 247
WORTHAM, TEXAS 76693
PHONE 254-765-3095  FAX 254-765-3473

Texas State Legislature
April 14, 2009
Dear Representative:

My name is Albert L. Armer and as superintendent of a small rural school, and 20 year
veteran educator, I understand the necessity and complexity of fair and equitable funding
for all of the children of Texas,

R 1555 is the only school finance bill that will restore a dynamic, student centered
system of educational funding. Tt creates a formula driven system which will improve
equity and decrease recapture by setting all three of our allotments BA, GLA, EWL) at
the 95%tile of wealth represented by the Austin ISD,

Please do not allow the courts to dictate this important constitutional issue, funding for
education.

RW

Albert L. Armer -
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Lexington Fudegendent School Bigtrict

ET3INHWY 77
Lexington, Texas 73947
(979) 773 - 2254

R Y FAX (979) 774 - 4455
A Y arww fexington.isd. tenet.edu

April 14, 2009

I, Charles Holt, Syperintendent of Lexington ISD support HB 1555 and urge the
committee to vote it to the floor, HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that fully
restores our dynamic, student centered, formule driven system and it improves equity and
decreases recapture by setting all three of our allotments (BA, GYA, and BWL) at the
95%tile of wealth yepresented by Austin ISD.

Respectfully,
Charles Holt
Superintendent of Schools
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SNOOK INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICY |

HOME OF CHAMPIONS
April 14, 2009
To: House Education Committee
RE: Public School Finance

As Superintendent of the Snook Independent School District, | whole-heartedly
support and urge the committee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school
finance bill that fully restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven
system, and it improves equity and decreases recapture by setting all three of
our allotments (BA, GYA, and. EWL) at the 95% tile of wealth represented by the
Austin 1SD. ‘

Respectfully,

2l

R. Larry Williams
Superintendent
Snook I1SD

R. Larry Williams, Superintendent
WilllamsL@snookisd.com Snook I1SD
Office: 979-272-8307 P.0. Box 87-10110FM 21586
Fax: 979-272-5041 Snook, Texas 77878-0087
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Albany Independent School District

Shane Flelds
Superintendent
P.O. Box 188
Albany, Texas 79364
(325) 762-2823
(325) 762-3876 (fax)

To: Chair and Members of the Texas House Public Eduncation Committee

The purpose of this letter is to voice my support of HB 1555, The current system has handeuffed my
district for the past two years, We are cugrently operating on Five Hundred Thousand Daollars ($500,000) less each
year of this past biermium, That is over Ten Pexcent (10%) of my entire budget, Those dollars are sorely missed
in the classroom especially in the area of technology.

Therefore, I Shane Fields Superintendent of Albany ISD supports HB 1555 and urges the commitice to vote
it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that fully restores our dynamic, student centered, formula
driven system, and it improves equity and decreases recapture by setting all three of our allotments (BA, GYA, and
EWL) at the 95percentile of wealth represented by the Austin ISD.

Lastly, I appreciate the time you take to serve this great State we call Texas and the children that  have a

privilege of working with.

Sincerely,

QBfuane fiolds

Shane Fields

Albany ISD Superintendent
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Tenaha Independent School District

P.O. Box 318 #1 Tiger Drive
Tenaha, Texas 75974
PH: 936-248-5000 FAX: 936-248-3902
April 13, 2009
To Whom It May Concern:

I, Don Fallin, Superintendent of Tenaha ISD support HB1555 and urge the
committee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that fully
restores our dynamic, student-centered, formula driven system. It improves equity
and decreases recapture by setting all three of our allotments (BA, GYA, and
EWL) at the 95% tile of wealth as represented by the Austin ISD.

Thank you,

Don Fallin
~ Superintendent of Schools
Tenaha ISD

Together Everyone Achieving More
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71001

[ EAKEY ISD

Soaring to Success

e

Mr. Fred McNiel
Superintendent

April 13, 2009
TO WHOM IT MA'{ CONCERN

Please be advised tha: ], Fred R. McNiel, Superintendent of Leakey Independent Gchool District wholeheartedly
support HB 1555 an 1 furthermore urge the committee to vote it to the floor! HB 1555 is the only school fimance
bill that fully restor¢ s our dynamic, student centered, formula driven system, and it improves equity and decreases
recapture by serting all three of our allotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at the 05%tile of wealth represented by the
Anstin ISD.

Your support of HB 1555 would be greatly appreciated by the folks in Real County and Leakey Texas.

Sincerely,
57w
-t
Fred R. McNie!
Superiniendent
Leakey ISD

2.0. Box 1129
This school dist-ict an | its Carcer and Techiology Education Program doss not discominate on the pasis of 429 N orth ﬂrgﬁway 83
sex, disability, 1808, © i, g or national onigin in it sdycational programs, activitivs, or employment as Leakey, TX 78873
roquired by Title £, § % tion 504 and Title VL o Phone: 830-232.5595
Este distrito escolar y 53 Programa Educxcional de Camsivd Y Technotogia no disctiminan &t base a SeH0, Fax: 830.232.5585

disatzilidad, xazs, colos :dad u origen pacioﬁa] e sus programas educativos, actividades, o emplen comd o Email: sel@leakeyis et
requiere &l Titelo ¥ ! ezcion 504.¥ Titulo VL Sfmen
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INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
Pogt Office Box 38 * Westhoff, Texas 77994 « (830) 236-5519 * Fax (830) 236-5583

April 14, 2009

Dear Conunittee Members

I Donmie Garrison, Superintendent of Westhoff ISD support HB 1555 and urge the
committee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finapce bill that fully
restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven system, and it improves equity
and decreases recapture by setting al] three of our allouments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at
the 95%tile of wealth represented by the Austin ISD.

Respectfully,
Donnie Garrison

Where Kids Come First!

FROM-WESTHOFF 1.5.D. 830-236-5583 T-305  P.001/001

F-459
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PRESIDIO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Presidio Independent School District does not discriminate on the
pasis af race, color, gender, nationel ovigin, disability or age in its
programs and activities.

Denuis MgEntire Apﬁl 14, 2009
Superintendent
Carlos E. Nieto, wPH
Board President
Carme Elig“‘t’za-"‘“ ], Depnis McEntire Superintendent of Presidio 18D support HB 1555 and urge the

e Presican committee to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 1s the only school finance bill that fully
Abclardo Franco restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven system, and it improves
Seatetary equity and decreases recapture by setting a1l three of our allotments (BA, GYA, and
Ruhen Armendariz. Jr EWL.) at the 95% tile of wealth represented by the Austin ISD.
Member
Tony Villarreal. Ir.
TWiembet &‘ -

" Whe
Aureliang Rantiiez Dennis McEntire
Wigmiber e a N
District Superintendent
Alfred Muniz
WMember
ke

P.O. Hox 1401
Presidio, Texas 79845

100 Market Street
presidio. Taxas 79845

(432) 229-3275

Fax (432) 2204228
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River Road IST)
Centrali Administration; Office:
Amarillo, TX 79108:

(806)381-7800  FAX (806)381-1357

Randy Orwen, Superintendent : Gaye Gage, Assistant Superintendent

April 14, 2009

I, Randy Owen, Superintendent of River Road ISD support HB 1555 and urge the committee to
vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that fully restores our dyvamic,
student centered, formula driven systerh, and it improves equity and decreases recapture by
setting all three of our allotments (BA,|GYA, and EWL) at the 95% tile of wealth represented by
the Austin ISD.

www.rrisd.net
- o
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dﬁanning, staa
gDo (D. %ans’l 04
806-235-34382 ; (Zgannmg, Texas 79018 806-235-2609 * fax

To Whom It May Concern:

I, Robert McLain Superintendent of Channing Independent School District support HB
1555 and urge the committee to vote it to the floor, HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that
fully restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven gystem, and it iroproves equity and
decreases recapture by setting all three of our allotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at the g5t
percentile of wealth represented by the Austin Independent School District.

Sincerely,

04yt PheKevn

Robert McLain

Superintendent
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MOULTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
P.0, DRAWER C * 500 NORTH PECAN STREET

MOULTON, TEXAS 77975
Dr. George Hext Dr. Michael Novotny Nathan Brown
High School Brincipal Superintendent Elementary Principal
(361) 596-1691 (361) 596-4609 (361) 596-4605
(361) 596-7578 Fax

April 14,2009

To Whom It May Concern:

finance bill that fully restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven system, and it
improves equity and decreases recapture by setting all three of the allotments (BA, GYA, and
EWL) at the §3%tile of wealth represented by the Austin ISD.

I support HE\}ISSS and urge the committee to vote it to the floor. BB 1555 is the only school

Sincerely,

Wiihetd ‘T?’Lw?@

Michael Novginy
Superintendeq.rt

~—t

e
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Yorktown Independent School District

beborah E.Kneese
Superintendent

P. O. Box 487

331 W, Main

PHONE (361)564-2252, ext. 101
FAX (361)564-2254

E-Mail: dkneese@yisd.org

April 14,2009
To Whom It May Concern:

T, Deborah E. Kneese, Superintendent of Yorktown ISD support HB 1555 and urge the
committes to vote it to the floor. HIB 1555 is the only school finauge bill that fully restores our
dynamie, student centered, formula driven system, and it improves equity for schools and
decreases recapture by setting all of our allotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at the 95" percentile
of wealth represented by Austin Independent School District.

Thank you fot your consideration in. this mattet.

Sincerely submitted,

Superintendent

ryl
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Bill Grusendorf

From: «james M. Palimer” *cjpalmer@burtonisd.net?

To: <asmith@ﬂatonia.txed,net:-; <bill.keny@mcdadeisd.netb; "Donnie Reagan"
*:Donnie.reagan@dimebox.txad.net>; ﬁklgmholski@calvertisd.com>;
<kdutton@buckholtsisd.net‘}‘; <jrobinson@milanoisd.net>; <mainsworth@richardsisd.net>;
<:mkuhrt@gidding5.bced.net>; <meargill@bryanisd.org>; {mmayﬁeld@bartlett.txed.net>;
<ron.eilers@fayetteville.txed.netb; *ﬂron_goehring@hotmail.comb‘; <gilbertr@northzulchisd.net>

Ce: ﬁlois.kolkhors’c@house.state.tx.usrf*; <tarscentex.nef=

Sent: Monday, Aprii 13, 2009 12:00 PM

Attach:  Letterto support HB 1555.docX

Subject: HB 1566 on school finance

Greetings to you all,

Jim Palmer, Burton 18D guperiniendent here. | am a representative of Texas Association of Rural
Schools. Our membership has been very offective in representing the interests of Rural Schools inthe
areas of school finance, Chapter 41, technology and other funding issues.

There is a bill being considered in Austin that would restore school finance to a formula driven systen.
The bill is HB 1555, but it i stuck in committee. It improves equity and decreases recapture. ttis
based on setting all three allotments (BA, GYA and EWL) at the 95 percentile of wealth represented by
Austin 1ISD. This would eliminate our current system based on Targets. Asyou well know, that system
has no adjustment for the rising costs of fuel, clectricity and other fixed costs. HB 1555 would restore
our previous system of formulas, with an upward adjustment in the percentile we had previously.

| have a attached a sampie letter asking the Texas Association of Rural Schools to support HB 1555. |
encourage you to get a sheet of letternead and delete my name and school at the start and in the
closing, add your name and school and fax it fo 542-467-0449, Thatis the Texas Association of Rural
Schools office. They will take all the letters to Austin. [F you have any questions you may call me at
§79-280-3131 or call the Texas Association of Rural Schools Executive Director, Bill Grusendorf at 512-

467-0449.

Jim Palmer
Burton 1SD Superintendent .
Texas Association of Rural Schools, Regional Director

4/13/2009



ORANGE GROVE INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL DISTRICT
Roard of Trusices Superintendent - Earl Luce Member Dorian David
President: Stave Seidel P.0), Box 534 Member Kathy Rusk
Vice-President  Reel Aleniz Orange Grove, Texas 78372 Member Martin Gwnsdz
Secretary Ruben Chapa (361) 384-2495  (361) 384-2148 (Fax} Mectaber Will Klatt

I, Earl Luce, Superintendent of Orange Grove ISD support HB 1555 and
urge the committee to vote it to the floor. HB 1553 is the only school finance
bill that fully restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven system,
and it improves equity and decreases recapture by setting all three of our
allotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at the 95% tile of wealth represented by
the Austin ISD. | ' "'



(PR-14-2909 ©7:@8A FROM:HARMONY ISD B3 TR56737 TO: 15124678449
L] *®
Harmony Independent School District
Jed Whitaker, Superintendent
9788 State Highway 154 West _Phone (903) 725-5492
Big Sandy, TX 75755 FAX (903) 725-6737
www. harmonyeagles.comt jedwhlmker@vahoo.cam

To Whom It May Concern:

1, Jed Whitaker, Superintendent of Harmony ISD support HB 1555 and urge
the committee to vote it o the floor. FIB 1555 is the only finance bill that
fully restores our dynamic, student centered, formula driven system, and it
improves equity and decreases recapture by setting all three of our
allotments (BA, GYA, EWL) at the 95™ percentile of wealth represented by
the Austin ISD.

Sincerely,
Jed Whitaker
Superintendent, Harmony ISD
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FROM :WALCBTT 1SD FAX NO. :8862895224 Apr. 14 2089 p8:P9AM Pl

"WALCOTT L.8.D.
4275 Hwy 214
Hereford, TX 79045
806-289-5222

| BILL S. MCLAUGHLIN, SUPERINTENDENT OF WALCOTT 1.5,D.

SUPPORT HB 1555 AND URGE THE COMMITTEE TO VOTE IT TO

THE FLOOR. HB 1555 IS THE ONLY SCHOOL FINANCE BILL

THAT FULLY RESTORES OUR DYNAMIC,” STUDENT CENTERED,

FORMULA DRIVEN SYSTEM,'AND IT IMPROVES EQUITY AND DECREASES
RECAPTURE BY SETTING ALL THREE ALLOTMENTS (BA, GYA, AND

EWL) AT THE 958TILE OF WEALTH REPRESENTED BY THE AUSTIN
1.8.D..

RESPECTFULLY,

At ] 7. Faalli

BILL S. MCLAUGHLIN,
SUPERINTENDENT
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Jacksboro Independent School District

Dennis Bennett ; Ph: (940) 567-7203
Superintendent Fax: (940)567-2214
812 W, Belknap

Jacksboro, TX 76458

April 14, 2009

Texas Association of Rural Schools
Bill Grusendorf — Executive Director
Austin, Texas

Dear Mr. Grusendorf,

|, Dennis Bennett, Superintendent of Jacksboro ISD support HB 1555 and urge the committee
to vote it to the floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that fully restores our dynamic,
student centered, formula driven system, and it improves equity and decreases recapture

by setting all three of our allotments (BA, GYA, and EWL) at the 95% tile of wealth represented
by the Austin ISD.

Respectful

¢
¢

Dennis Bentiett



Apr 14 09 07:13a

Jay Tullos
Superintfendent

Eric Samford
Principal

20712 S. FM 225
P.O.Box 38
Douglass, X
75943

FPhone:
{936) 569-9804

Supt. Fax:
(936) 569-9 444

High School Fax:
(936) 559-8688

Douglass Isd 0365699446 p.1

2% DOUGLASS INDEPENDINT SCHOOL DISTRICT

j:\\"‘!ll\.., o, Za

I, Jay Tullos Superintendent of Douglass ISD support

HB 1555 and urge the commiittee to vote it to the
floor. HB 1555 is the only school finance bill that
fully restores our dynamic, student centered, formula
driven system, and it jmproves equity, and decreases
recapture by setting all three of our allotments (BA,
GYA, and EWL) at the 95 percentile of wealth
represented by the Austin ISD.
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